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though they had the hearty sympathy of his subjects, and
patched up a peace with the Emperor.

Luckily for Brandenburg George William died before
the war was quite done, and* the reins of government
The Great Passed mto stronger hands. His son and
Elector. successor, Frederick William, known as the
Great Elector, is, with the exception of his great-grandson,
Frederick the Great, by far the most remarkable prince
of the line of Hohenzollern. Though only twenty years
old at the time of his accession, he had long looked
with disfavour on his father's aimless policy, and he at
once set himself to undo its fatal results. By degrees he
deprived Schwarzenberg of the almost absolute power he
enjoyed, and, after freeing his fortresses from Imperial
garrisons, came to terms with the Swedes, and induced
them to evacuate the places they still held in Brandenburg.

The gradual formation of a standing army secured for
him a consideration which had never been shown to his
father, and enabled him at the Peace of Westphalia to
obtain more favourable terms than could otherwise have
been hoped for. It is true that he failed to get
Westphalia, the whole of Pomerania, though he had an
1648.            undoubted right to it in virtue of an old agree-

ment with the dukes of that country, the last of whom died
during the war. The justice of his claim was admitted,
but the Swedes had got possession of Pomerania, and it
was impossible to dislodge them. A compromise had to
be made. It was settled that the Swedes should keep
Lower Pomerania with Stettin and some other towns that
did not properly belong to it. The rest was given to the
elector, and to console him for his disappointment the
sees of Magdeburg, Halberstadt, and Minden were se-
cularised in his favour, that is to say they were made
part of the electoral dominions. He was no loser by the
bargain.